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Greetings to you all; hope this finds you all in good form; haven’t we experienced a mixed 
bag of Summer weather so far ? You might be interested to know that it isn’t confined to 
the UK; Europe has been experiencing the same see-saw weather unpredictability !  
 
As I write, the temperature is more akin to that which we experience in Autumn; which is 
depressing to say the least. Mind you, the only way is ‘up’ and we won’t let it deter us; 
we’re made of sterner stuff... 
 
Since the last newsletter, our group has been attacking the North Devon Coastline on the 
Annual weekly walking holiday; many thanks go to David Stringer for providing you with 
some reading material this time, as contributions have been thin on the ground... Plans are 
already afoot for next year’s holiday; in order to keep things fair and impartial; the 
destination could be ‘Up North’ in Northumberland... keep an eye out for more details via 
your newsletter on our Newsletter page, your Paper edition and Facebook. 
 

    
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1796082660664892/ 
 

PLEASE WATCH OUT FOR DETAILS OF THE PORTUGESE WALKING HOLIDAY FOR 2018! 
FLYER WITH THIS NEWSLETTER.  

 
John Ferguson and a ‘compact and hardy’ bunch of members are planning an assault on a 
‘Coast to Coast’ walk, which begins on 19th August. He is also in the throes of organising 
his strategy to tackle the ‘West Highland Way’ next April 2018. If you are interested in 
joining him in Scotland, then be sure to contact him on johnferguson999@hotmail.co.uk 
 

WEDNESDAY WALKS  ; START TIMES     
                                                                        
The start times for Wednesday walks has long been an issue for some people due to the 
volume of traffic when trying to get across town to be at the start of a walk for 0930.  
After some discussion, the Committee has agreed to a later start time of 1000 where the 
walk leader feels this is appropriate. These will be in the minority for the time being, but 
members should be aware and therefore, double check the start time  before heading off !! 
 
VACANT POSITION ;  FOOTPATH SECRTARY  
 
The Committee has had a long-standing vacancy for a Footpath Secretary. This is an 
important role, and the absence of a Representative at the Footpath Committee Meetings, 
means we are possibly missing out on important information relating to our local paths. 
If you are interested and think you could help, then please talk to one of the Committee to 
discuss filling this role. 
 
VACANT POSITION ; MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY  
 
Jackie Timpson has advised the Committee that she is unable to fulfil the position of 
Membership Secretary any longer, due to personal circumstances. Jackie has carried out 
this role for approximately 9 years. If you feel that this is a role that you could step into, 
please speak to a member of the Committee. Jackie is very happy to discuss and explain 
the process. 
 
Please do consider the above positions, as the Committee needs people to carry out these 
roles. The more people we have on the Committee, the less we all have to do ! We meet 
just four times a year, and our Meetings are fairly informal and last about 90 minutes.  
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT FOR AUGUST 2017 :   Jackie Timpson 
 
Since the last Report in April 2017, we welcome the following to the Wellingborough Group 
membership ; Melissa Craig, Linda Whitcombe, Wendy Bullimore, Geoffrey and Catherine 
Curnock, Peter Burdett, Chris Shaw, Jocelyn Alexis, Thomas and Carol Welch. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY, 2017 
 
THE ‘JURASSIC WAY,’ series of walks are well underway; following the Jurassic Limestone 
Ridge from Banbury to Stamford, passing through Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and 
Lincolnshire. 

 
Check your Programme for details; this route is being walked over 8 Thursdays, finishing in 
November. Each walking stage is between 10.0 – 11.25 miles per stage.  
 
BRUSH UP YOUR MAP READING AND NAVIGATION SKILLS ! 
 
Jeff Stuart is running another Map-reading Skills workshop on Tuesday 22nd August; leaving 
the ‘Red Lion’ PH in Bozeat at 1000. Please ‘phone Jeff if you are interested, so he has an 
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idea of numbers. He can be reached on 01234 711604 or on 
vicechair@wellingboroughramblers.co.uk 
 
BLISWORTH CANAL FESTIVAL;  13TH & 14TH AUGUST 2017  

 
‘Blisworth Canal Festival spreads up from the atmospheric waterfront with its line of 
colourful trade boats and trip boats into 8 other nearby village venues. Come and see for 
yourself why tens of thousands of visitors flock to Blisworth each year to enjoy the event. It 
is now a major County and Canal event and the largest and most successful that we know 
of organised solely by volunteers from a small village community.’  
 

http://www.blisworthcanalfestival.co.uk/ 
 
Once again Parking, Mooring & Entry to the Festival will be FREE!!  
Free walks at the Festival; All walks start from the Ramblers’ Gazebo, on the grass to 
the left of the Baptist Church front path, Blisworth Baptist Church, Chapel Lane, Blisworth, 
Northampton NN7 3BU. 
 
Saturday Walks; Morning – this is the first year that Colin Hull, Scheme Co-ordinator, 
South Northants and Cherwell ‘Walking for Health’ schemes will be leading a walk with one 
of the Blisworth ‘Walking for Health’ walk leaders. Contact; Colin Hull on 07740 774032.  
 
Afternoon - a ‘Taster Ramble’ of 4.15 miles; meet the leader for 14.30 start. A good 
opportunity for non-members to sample a short ramble. The walk includes some canal bank 
and field walking with 4 stiles. Unsuitable for dogs. Walk leader, Bob Entwistle 07740 
401133. 
  
Sunday Walk; Morning - starting at 11.30 am, a 3.0 mile walk led by Daventry group. 
Humps, hollows and canal walking with gentle slopes, suitable for all; maximum time 1 hour 
30 minutes. This is a great opportunity for non-members to sample a short ramble. Walk 
leader, David Yeomans 07751 660485.’ 
 
BARN DANCE; SATURDAY 28TH OCTOBER 2017.  
Venue; DENTON VILLAGE HALL; 7-11pm. £10 includes Fish and Chip Supper. 
BYO Drinks/Booze. Dancing to ; Kelly’s Eye. Tickets; tba 
 
AREA AGM SUN 19TH NOV 2017; HOSTED BY NORTHAMPTON RAMBLERS –  
VENUE AND FURTHER DETAILS TO FOLLOW 
 
Now for a resume of the Walking Week in Barnstaple, with thanks to David Stringer for 
the copy...what was I saying about the weather ?! 

 ‘The Party this year consisted of 22 of us. Two down, sadly, due to the sad loss of Stuart 
Sharpe and the subsequent withdrawal of his close friend, John. We missed them both. 
 
Day 1 A flat walk along the estuary to Bideford. John Crisp was leading, with the 
instruction to ‘keep the estuary on the right hand side’. 
We visited the delightful “Framlington Station and Museum,” after which we continued to 
Instow, where Sam revealed that he had been evacuated to at the end of WW2. We were 
tempted at lunchtime, the rain becoming more serious, to catch a bus back. But being 
hardy, and seasoned Ramblers, we walked on into Bideford through teeming rain. Most of 
the group caught the bus back for hot showers. A hardy few retired to the Bideford 
Wetherspoons for an alternative form of recovery.   
 
Day 2 We set off westwards from Ilfracombe in a howling westerly wind, myself leading. 
It was a disappointment that nobody had a go at equalling Jonathon Edward’s triple jump 
that was marked out on the promenade ! Climbing out of Ilfracombe was a challenge. At 
one point we all felt that it was a good job we were being blown landwards rather than 
seaward. A spectacular view point rewarded those able to stand up! 
We took lunch in a pub garden in the village of Lee. After lunch, the group split into two. 
For the longer walkers, the climb through Vollature Woods proved quite taxing. However, 
the route back to Ilfracombe provided some easy walking along a disused railway line. 
Steak night at Wetherspoons in Barnstaple was not a complete success, as they ran out of 
steaks! 
 
Day 3 With Sam leading, we headed for Braunton Burrows and Saunton Golf Course, 
linking up with the South West Coastal Path again. A much more pleasant day, but rain 
predicted later. At the north end of Saunton Sands we climbed up and over the downs and 
dropped into Croyde. Some stunning views from the top. 
Here the group split, with some electing for tea, some for a walk down to Croyde Sand or 
some (for the more adventurous), a walk out to Baggy Point. The wind was now getting up 
and the latter group just made it back before the rain set in again. 
 
Day 4    This was an inland circular walk from Bratton Fleming. The weather forecast was 
rather bleak, but with Sam leading, we set off through very pleasant country lanes but the 
views were all a little misty. Coffee was taken at Wistlandpound Reservoir. After lunch the 
rain arrived and we all got a good soaking walking to Arlington Court. We decided to finish 
the walk here and Sam took the drivers back to the start point to collect the cars. A rather 
ignominious ending! That evening we all dined at Prezzo’s for the traditional last supper. It 
was an excellent evening. Well organised, Maxine et al. 
 
Day 5  With Brian leading, we headed off from Bideford towards Westward Ho! initially 
along the estuary. The weather held and the walking was very pleasant and not too 
strenuous. We stopped at Appledore for a coffee/lunch break and then walked round the 
Northam Burrows Country Park through some spectacular sand dunes. On arrival at 
Westward Ho! many of the party headed for the nearest tea rooms. 
That evening Wetherspoons let the group down again. On fish night they ran out of fish! 
 
Despite some inclement weather I think most of the group enjoyed the week. There is talk 
of Northumberland next year. Let’s hope the weather is better!’         David 
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